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?E @he Khairlanji outrage was framed at two distinet yntertwined levels, for
two different sets of audience: the general puahd the local Buddhist community.
While specific themes were more or less emphadmethese different audiences, they
could be synthesised into a single, yet adaptaialgative. Before analysing in details
the specificities of these different discoursesyduld like to show how they were
actually combined and how they supported one anoffieese different narrative
versions were not purposively tailored to their iandes, but rather resulted from a
collective and multifarious framing process, in @hithe narrators’ own cultural
background and their more or less strategic ami@ps of the audiences determined
the style and content of the narratives. When theat the wider media audience, |
noted that it was often the destruction of a fanthgt was emphasised, and through it
the breaching of the shared domestic values tleah @entral and deep rooted feature of
Indian popular ethics. An Ambedkarite NGO repori&able on the internet that related
the visit of a fact finding team one week after thassacre thus printed the picture of

the house of the victims on its cover page (Fid.)nOn the second page, a picture of
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the interior with cooking utensils and food stream the ground was accompanied by
the following caption: ‘Inside the hut Mrs. Surekivas cooking and children studying
when caste Hindu mob attacked family’ (Fig. n®)Although the report came from a
Buddhist NGO, it was published on the internet éove as material for mainstream
journalists writing on the issue, and thus intenttednticipate their search for themes
that could touch the general Indian public. Intenggdy the pictures of the house were
reproduced on a large scale by the media who seitt photographers to Khairlaniji,

and these pictures of the hutment became the \ssgaifiers of the assault on domestic

values.
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Caste Atrocity in Khairlanji

Buddhists Gang Raped and Killed by Caste Hindus
29 September 2006

Home of Bhotmange Family

Manuski Advocacy Center
‘Manuski’
Deccan College Road. Yerwada . Pune
Ph. No. 91-20-26696812
info@jambudvipa.org
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?E68ressing even further the intensity of the motdfage to Indian values, the
NGO report highlights the conformity of the masgacfamily to widely praised values
and consensual goals of Indian society, like haré@vimehnet) and social ‘uplift’ of the
Dalits (Harijanuddhar or Dalituddhar, an old Hindifiormist theme) through education
and self-restraint. The poor but successful Daliify was depicted as exemplary and
abiding by the nation’s ideals, thus heightening ithjustice that had been their fate.
The message that was conveyed to the Buddhist comymby the movement
organisers also relied on these images of a padiam-abiding Buddhist family that
incarnated the nation’s official values despite Haedships inflicted on them by the
dominant caste. The images of Bhayyalal and thesdwowere equally central in
conveying these ideas of injustice (fig. N°3 ilhasés how Bhayyalal is depicted as a

living symbol of injustice).
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