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?E�@�The Khairlanji outrage was framed at two distinct yet intertwined levels, for 

two different sets of audience: the general public and the local Buddhist community. 

While specific themes were more or less emphasised for these different audiences, they 

could be synthesised into a single, yet adaptable, narrative. Before analysing in details 

the specificities of these different discourses, I would like to show how they were 

actually combined and how they supported one another. These different narrative 

versions were not purposively tailored to their audiences, but rather resulted from a 

collective and multifarious framing process, in which the narrators’ own cultural 

background and their more or less strategic anticipations of the audiences determined 

the style and content of the narratives. When directed at the wider media audience, I 

noted that it was often the destruction of a family that was emphasised, and through it 

the breaching of the shared domestic values that are a central and deep rooted feature of 

Indian popular ethics. An Ambedkarite NGO report available on the internet that related 

the visit of a fact finding team one week after the massacre thus printed the picture of 

the house of the victims on its cover page (Fig. n°1). On the second page, a picture of 
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the interior with cooking utensils and food strewn on the ground was accompanied by 

the following caption: ‘Inside the hut Mrs. Surekha was cooking and children studying 

when caste Hindu mob attacked family’ (Fig. n°2) �6. Although the report came from a 

Buddhist NGO, it was published on the internet to serve as material for mainstream 

journalists writing on the issue, and thus intended to anticipate their search for themes 

that could touch the general Indian public. Interestingly the pictures of the house were 

reproduced on a large scale by the media who sent their photographers to Khairlanji, 

and these pictures of the hutment became the visual signifiers of the assault on domestic 

values.�
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�

?E6@�Stressing even further the intensity of the moral outrage to Indian values, the 

NGO report highlights the conformity of the massacred family to widely praised values 

and consensual goals of Indian society, like hardwork (mehnet) and social ‘uplift’ of the 

Dalits (Harijanuddhar or Dalituddhar, an old Hindu reformist theme) through education 

and self-restraint. The poor but successful Dalit family was depicted as exemplary and 

abiding by the nation’s ideals, thus heightening the injustice that had been their fate. 

The message that was conveyed to the Buddhist community by the movement 

organisers also relied on these images of a poor and law-abiding Buddhist family that 

incarnated the nation’s official values despite the hardships inflicted on them by the 

dominant caste. The images of Bhayyalal and the house were equally central in 

conveying these ideas of injustice (fig. N°3 illustrates how Bhayyalal is depicted as a 

living symbol of injustice).�
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